Dr. Sumner's results
In view of the fact that Dr. Davitt finds autotherapy such a factor in the treatment of infectious diseases, in his field of labour, far removed from civilization, and up-to date medical practice, I am prompted to send you this most interesting communication for publication, trusting in this way it will not only be brought forcibly to the attention of the physicians in more civilized localities, but also that it may find readers in other remote localities. I will add that in so far as I am able I will gladly send reprints of my former articles to any medical man who may write for them.
Thanking you before hand for your kindness in assisting me to disseminate this simple method of cure. Record, 1911 . Because of the opposition to the theory, I was not permitted to do much and therefore had little that would be of interest to you. However, since that time I have come out here (2,000 miles Inland from Shanghai) to take charge of Briton Corlies Memorial Hospital. It has taken about two years to get the plant in any sort of shape with the result that I have just opened up. I have been running a dispensary daily, connected with the hospital, however, for some months. Now there are two things that I am trying to get at in this letter : One is that I want to assure you that there is a world of truth in what you have to say about your work, the other is, I would like to have any reprints you may have or reports made by you or others on the subject of autotherapy since 1011. I have been asked to read a paper on the subject before the medical conference of the medical men of this province at Chengtu this coming fall. I would like to add my results here to yours and present them to the conference.
It will interest you to know that all of the men that I have met out here seem to think the theory and practice is absurd. On the other hand I have been able I think to demonstrate to some of them whether the theory is correct or not; the practice is a real factor in many cases. The nature of my work so far demands that all patients go home from day to day. I shall not go into details about cases in which I know the treatment suggested by you has helped, but shall simply note one case so as to show you how I do the puseating-act. Patient, male, has been having a series of boils for months. He came to me with one on the back of his neck, as large as a hen's egg, which he said was the twenty-fifth he had had, and certainly his anatomy proves his assertion. Without even washing the skin with water, I lanced the boil, and secured two teaspoonsful of thick greenish pus. This I placed in 100 c.c. of water, shook well, added cochineal for colour, and gave it to the man with directions to take one third at once, one-third in three hours, and the balance in three hours. I sent him home and told him to return the next morning. He came back swearing he had had no fever? or as they say here he had not called up the lire?that he had eaten and slept better than he had for months. On examination THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [May, 1917. I found that the knife wound had partly healed and that the infiltration which covered the most of the neck posteriorly had lessened considerably. I opened the wound with gentle pressure and secured about half a teaspoon of straw-coloured serum.
I sent him home with this mixed as the pus was mixed the day before. In forty-eight hours after the time I lanced him, he was back to give me the pus-bottle saying that he was all right and needed no more medicine. Upon examination I found the infiltration was all gone and a good scar formed in the line of the incision. That was three months ago, and I have seen the man (water carrier) every day since and he has had no return. He feels grateful for what help I gave him, and especially as the medicine cost him only 100 cash (3 cents) which by the way was all profit (?) for me, since water cost nothing, and the pus was his. From that time on all pus cases of all sorts have been coming due to the advertisement this man gave me. Fresh cases of gonorrhoea as well as ones as old as the Chinese Republic ; eyes running pus from all causes mentioned in our books, as well as from causes not mentioned in any book ; gonorrhceal bubosand virulent bubos accompanying or following chancroid ; impetigo contagiosa; psoriasis; ringworm, which has the habit of becoming purulent here due to the filthy habits of the people and their centuries-long habit of picking at everything ; puerperal sepsis ; all these and many others which I cannot classify have come for treatment by my wonderful method of mixing drugs (?). The latter case was most interesting. The woman?a primipara?had been in labour for two weeks, three dirty midwives had used all their means to produce something, and they finally called me.
Woman unconscious, pulse 180. At first I refused to touch the case, but they argued that they knew that the woman would die ; but if I could use any plan to get the baby (the father's family had no boys, and they must have on, hoping it was a boy), they would be glad to let me do what I pleased. After bumping their heads on the floor several times and crying for me to do something I then applied the forceps, even though I knew she could come out with nothing but a complete tear. Enough for the details for this part of it. After delivery I gave her a dose of pituitrin and in one hour a double dose of ergot and I left her that night hoping against hope that she would be alive the next day. They call me so seldom to treat their women that one does not like to have a case to go bad even one like this one. If course, she was injected after all the punch ing and pounding of the midwives and manipulation of the instruments taken from my bag. Well, next day I found her alive and conscious with a temperature of 104F and pulse 90. I removed the pad which had an odour of exceedingly rotten pus and which was soaked with a blackish brown material. I took this home and soaked it in two quarts of river water, for an hour, and decanted 16 ounces, which I sent to the patient to be taken three table spoonfuls every hour till all was gone. Of course. I gave her the ordinary drug treatment for such a case. I pushed diuretics to the limit. I repeated the above procedure every day, until the tenth day, when I stopped entirely. At this time the patient was soaking one pad per day with a straw-coloured serum which showed but few pus cells and which had the odour of normal menstrual flow. The twentyfirst day she was up and around preparing the meals and refused to let me examine her further and to take any further treatment.
In all cases I have given the crude pus or the crude washings of dressings worn, or sponges used to mop up secretions, as in the case of eczema, or the crude washings, or soakitigs of scabs as in the case of impetigo contagiosa, ringworm (infected) etc., all by mouth. I have not had one case where there was any subjective symptoms. I should have said that every case that comes in is treated by this method if we can find any pus, scabs, or excretions of any kind. Of course, none of the natives so far have any idea of what I am doing. One or two of the American laity here say that they are glad the insane patients I/ am treating have no pus, but they?the former ?suppose I Will be giving them their bath water to drink. /
